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17E.060.810 Standards & Guidelines Applying to Downtown, Campus, and 

Great Gorge Districts 
 
A. Shoreline Relationships  
 
 1. Public Access  
 
  Purpose: To meet a basic objective of 

the Shoreline Management Act for 
public access to the shoreline.  

 
  a. When public access is required, it 

shall be provided pursuant to 
SMC 17E.060.280. (R)  

 
  b. Visual access shall be achieved by setting buildings back at least 

fifteen feet from property lines adjacent to public rights-of-way that 
intersect the Shoreline Jurisdiction. (R) 

 
  c. A pathway connecting to the nearest public right-of-way is the 

preferred type of public access. (P)  
 
  d. Physical access pathways shall be a minimum of ten feet clear 

width. (R) 
 
  e. The use of pervious materials is 

recommended for pedestrian 
surfaces (including pathways and 
patios) to absorb stormwater run-off.  
Options include permeable 
interlocking unit pavers, porous 
concrete, or porous asphalt. (C) 

 
f. To prevent invasive weeds from 

colonizing along pathways in the 
shoreline buffer area, the design of 
any pathway shall include finished 
edges; Exposed gravel shoulders shall not be allowed in this area.  
Soil disturbance shall be minimized during construction and any 
disturbed soils shall be replanted consistent with native plant 
colonies in the immediate vicinity. (R)  

 
  g. Signs shall be installed to indicate that the pathway is open to the 

public and the hours during which the public can access the 
pathway. (R) 
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 2. Site Design  
 
  a. Urban Green Streets and Urban Pathways 
 

  i. Street Trees and Planting Strips  
 
 Purpose: To supplement the urban forest with new trees and 

planting as development and redevelopment occur. 
 
 (A) New development shall include street trees, installed 

in planting strips located between the curb and 
sidewalk.  To promote tree health in order to gain the 
benefits associated with trees, consider opportunities 
when designing streets and sidewalks to provide as 
much un-compacted soil as possible.  Designs shall 
allow for positive root growth using sustainable 
solutions that involve innovative means of structural 
support for the walking surface. (R) 

 
 (B) Planting strips shall be at least five feet wide and 

planted with ground cover or native grasses. (R) 
 
 (C) Native trees, such as evergreens, are encouraged 

when adequate space is available.  (C) 
 
   ii. Urban Green Streets and Urban Pathways 
 
    Purpose: To have 

streets add to the 
environmental quality 
of the shoreline 
environment. 

 
    (A) Streets within the 

Shoreline 
Jurisdiction shall 
be planted with a 
variety of trees, 
shrubs and ground cover. (R) 

 
    (B) Techniques for capturing and filtering stormwater run-

off shall be incorporated into the design of streets, 
sidewalks, planting strips, and pathways. (R) 
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    (C) Permeable 
pavement options 
are encouraged on 
pedestrian 
surfaces.  These 
may include 
permeable 
interlocking unit 
pavers, porous 
concrete, or porous 
asphalt. (C) 

 
    (D) Alternatives to 

standard curbs and 
planting strips are 
encouraged to reduce concentrated storm water flowing 
into landscaped areas. (C) 

 
   iii. Overlooks in Public Development 
 
  Purpose: To make the public aware of the rich history and 

environmental systems associated with the river and the 
shoreline. 

 
 (A) Along streets, pathways or within public parks, 

overlooks shall be provided where views of historic 
and aesthetic features or landmarks of the river are 
available. (R) 

 
 (B) Methods, such as signs, shall be used to describe 

aspects of the river, such as geology, hydrology, 
history or native cultures. Interpretations can be literal 
(pictures and words) or symbolic (artwork, shapes, 
colors, inlays). (R) 

 
  b. Overlooks in Private Development   
 
   Purpose: To encourage private development to incorporate 

features that help people understand the setting. 
 
   i. Along pathways and public spaces, overlooks should be 

provided where views of the river are available. (C) 
 
   ii. Methods should be used to describe aspects of the river, 

such as geology, hydrology, history or native cultures. 
Interpretations can be literal (pictures and words) or 
symbolic (artwork, shapes, colors, inlays). (C) 
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 c. Best Management Practices (BMP)  
 
  Purpose: To encourage site design to make use of state of the art 

techniques. 
 
  i. Site design shall reflect nationally recognized Best 

Management Practices with respect to paving, erosion 
control, infiltration and filtration, retention and detention, and 
surface water quality. (R) 

 
  ii. A shoreline construction site plan indicating how construction 

BMP’s will be applied on shoreline sites during construction 
shall be required, pursuant to SMC 17E.060.250.  (R) 

 
 d. Low Impact Development (LID) 
 
  Purpose: To encourage site 

design techniques that protects 
the environment and water 
resources by considering the 
site’s pre-existing hydrologic 
conditions.  

 
  i. A site plan and shoreline 

construction site plan 
shall be required that indicate ways of minimizing impact on 
existing features, pursuant to SMC 17G.060.070 and 
17E.060.250. (R)   

 
  ii. Site design consistent with LID principles is encouraged.  

Examples of LID techniques include site design to retain 
existing trees and vegetation, impervious surface reduction, 
rain gardens, retention swales, permeable paving, green 
roofs, rain barrels, and downspout connections to planters. 
(C) 

 
B. Site Development  
 
 1. Vegetation Conservation/Tree Preservation 
 
  Purpose. 
  To maintain vegetative cover that holds slopes, filters run-off and provides 

habitat. 
 
  a. There shall be no net loss of vegetative cover within the Shoreline 

Jurisdiction. (R) 
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  b. At least twenty five 

percent of existing 
healthy “significant trees” 
(over six-inches in 
caliper) as identified by a 
qualified professional and 
shown on a shoreline 
construction site plan 
shall be retained when a 
site is developed.  Design 
and construction methods shall ensure the protection and health of 
retained trees during construction. (R) 

 
  c. Within the designated shoreline buffers, native vegetation shall be 

preserved. Lawns shall not extend into this area. (R) 
 
  d. Vegetation that is removed for development purposes shall be 

replaced on site. Alternatively, if a qualified professional determines 
that is not feasible, the applicant shall contribute an amount equal 
to replacing the vegetation on site to a shoreline restoration fund to 
be used to restore identified restoration sites pursuant to the City of 
Spokane Shoreline Restoration Plan. (R) 

 
 2. Clearing and Grading  
 
  Purpose. 
  To carefully control the effects of land disturbance so that the natural 

systems immediately adjacent to the river are protected. 
 
 a. Site design shall identify measures to protect the shoreline buffer 

from disturbance both during construction and throughout 
occupancy. (R) 

 
 b. Limited removal of noxious species of non-native plants shall be 

allowed so that native species can thrive, pursuant to SMC 
17E.060.260, Vegetation Replacement Plan. (R) 

 
 c. Altering the natural flow of water to the river shall not be allowed, 

except during construction to prevent the flow of sediments or 
chemicals into the river. (R) 

 
C. Building Design  
 
 1. Sustainability  
 
  Purpose. 
  To encourage new development to embody sustainable features. 
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  a. New development within the shoreline should be designed to reflect 

criteria for at least LEED Certification, if not higher. (C) 
 
 2. Green Roofs  
 
  Purpose. 
  To encourage innovative, sustainable elements in new roofs. 
 
  a. New commercial development should consider the appropriateness 

of incorporating green roof technology as a possible option to 
capture, retain, and filter rainwater. (C) 

 
 3. Building / Shoreline Compatibility  
 
  Purpose. 
  To ensure building design that complements 

and blends with the natural character of the 
shoreline environment. 

 
  a. Buildings shall incorporate a variety of 

features to reduce their bulk and scale. 
At least two of the following shall be 
employed (R): 

 
   i. Bay windows 
 

ii. Visible roofs such as pitched, 
sloped, curved, angled 

 
   iii. Deep off-sets of facades   
 
   iv. Projecting elements creating shadow lines 
 
   v. Terraces or balconies 
 
  b. The upper floor(s) of building shall incorporate at least one of the 

following features (R): 
 
   i. A visible roof: pitched, sloped, peaked, curved, angled 
    
   ii. A stepping back of the top floor(s) by at least five feet. 
 
   iii. An overhanging roof form. 
 
   iv. A distinct change of materials on the upper floor(s). 
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D. Signs  
 
 1. Signs within the Shoreline Jurisdiction shall be regulated pursuant to 

chapter 17C.240 SMC. (R) 
 
E. Lighting  
 
 1. Cut-off  
 
  Purpose. 
  To prevent glare and spillover. 
 
  a. All site lighting, including parking lot lighting, shall be directed 

downward, using internal or external cut-off methods and must be 
contained on site. (R)   

 
17E.060.820  Standards & Guidelines Specific to the Downtown District 
 
A. Shoreline Relationships  
 
 1. Human Activity 
 
 Purpose. 
 To recognize that people’s 

relationship to the river and 
anticipated uses in each district 
will inform the design of the built 
environment. Downtown is an 
intense urban environment where people and views of the falls create 
much of the interest in being there.  New development along the riverfront 
that will facilitate desired activities is encouraged.  These include 
shopping, dining, walking, biking, jogging, people watching, viewing the 
falls, and learning the stories of the river through interpretive displays. 

 
 a. Along the river, new buildings shall provide 

at least three of the following (R): 
 

i. Outdoor seating or opportunities for 
outdoor dining. 

 
  ii. Building entry from the river side. 
 
  iii. Benches along pedestrian trail. 
 
  iv. Outdoor balconies. 
 
  v. Public plaza with seating. 
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  vi. Public viewpoint with interpretive signs (see SMC 
17E.060.810 A(2)(a)(iii), Overlooks and Public Development, 
and 17E.060.810 A(2)(b), Overlooks in Private 
Development). 

 
  vii. Public art. 
 
  viii. Opportunities for outdoor vending such as food or bicycle 

rental. 
 
B. Streets, Sidewalks and Trails  
 
 1. Pedestrian Pathways 
 
  Purpose. 
  To result in an urban pathway design reflecting the form and intensity of 

adjacent development, as well as a higher level of pedestrian activity. 
 
  a. Pedestrian pathways shall be at least ten feet wide. (R) 
 
  b. Pedestrian pathways shall be lighted either from nearby buildings 

or from pedestrian-scaled fixtures. (R)  
 
  c. Seating should be provided at intervals. (C) 
 
C. Site Design 
 
 1. Landscape Character Protection 
 
  Purpose. 
  To ensure that development along the shoreline enhances the natural 

character of the river and falls including its geologic features and native 
vegetation. 

 
  a. Parking and service areas shall be located so they are screened 

from views along the shoreline, from opposite shorelines, and from 
bridges. (R) 

 
 2. Pervious Plazas and Spaces  
 
  Purpose. 
  To create a system of spaces integrated with the ecological systems of the 

shoreline. 
 
  a. Development shall include one or more of the following (R): 
 
   i. Open spaces; 
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   ii. Courtyards; 
 
   iii. Plazas; 
 
   iv. Forecourts; or  
 
   v. Other public spaces that allow for a seamless connection 

between streets and various uses.  
 
  b. Surfacing of these spaces shall allow for the capture of rainwater 

and filtration into a natural cleansing system of vegetation and sub-
grade materials. (R) 

 
 3. Impervious Surfaces 
 
  Purpose. 
  To reduce stormwater runoff rates and volumes, 

while recognizing that the downtown area will 
have more intense development and more hard 
surfaces than other districts. 

 
  a. New development shall include at least 

ten percent pervious surfaces.  This may 
be accomplished by using one or a 
combination of the following (R):   

 
   i. At-grade planted areas.  
 
   ii. Permeable paving systems in 

pedestrian surfaces such as 
pedestrian walkways or plazas.  

 
   iii. Green roofs.  
 
   iv. Each existing significant tree (over six inches caliper and in 

good health) protected during design and construction may 
reduce the total required pervious surface requirement by 
one percent per tree.  The required pervious surface shall 
not be reduced to less than five percent.  For example, an 
applicant retaining two significant trees shall be required to 
provide eight percent pervious surfaces; an applicant 
retaining six significant trees shall be required to provide five 
percent pervious surfaces.  Please note that all landscape 
requirements shall be met regardless of pervious surface 
requirements.  

 
  b. Stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces shall be directed to 

treatment or detention areas.  For non-pollution generating 
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impervious surfaces (generally this includes most surfaces not 
traveled on by automobiles) this may include one or a combination 
of the following as approved by director of engineering services (R):  

 
   i. Stormwater planters. 
 
   ii. Tree box filters. 
 
   iii. Water features. 
 
   iv. Landscaped areas including swales or rain gardens. 
 
   v. Cistern for later on-site irrigation. 
 
   vi. Other options as approved by Engineering Services. 
 
  c. Raised curbs are discouraged in parking lots so that stormwater 

runoff can drain naturally into City approved percolation areas 
rather than be directed into a concentrated flow.  At grade curb 
alternatives to finished asphalt edges are encouraged. (C) 

 
 4. Planting Palette 
 
  Purpose. 
  To protect, enhance and restore native vegetation along the shorelines, 

while recognizing the more urban nature of vegetation in the downtown 
area. 

 
  a. It is recognized that within downtown, there will likely be a 

somewhat more manicured and formal use of plantings to frame 
buildings, streets and spaces.  However, landscape designs that 
rely upon lawns requiring fertilizers and herbicides, or vegetation 
that is highly consumptive of water should be avoided. (C)   

 
  b. Lawns should be limited to areas where a green walking surface is 

necessary and desirable, in picnic areas for example.  Plants 
should be chosen for year round interest and grouped according to 
their water needs for good water efficiency.  Drought tolerant 
species and native plantings are highly encouraged.  Native trees, 
shrubs and groundcover plants should dominate the landscape. (C) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

NOT EFFECTIVE – PENDING DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY APPROVAL 
 

99 

D. Building Design 
 
 1. Character Related to the Setting 
 
  Purpose. 
  To ensure that new buildings are complementary or visually subordinate to 

the natural splendor of the river and falls, including its geologic features 
and native vegetation.   

 
  a. The dramatic nature of the river and the falls define the image of 

downtown Spokane in a way unlike any other city. Therefore, new 
buildings should respect the importance of this magnificent and 
unique centerpiece by not attempting to compete with it visually. 
Buildings should be designed with respect to location, form and 
color, so that the river continues to be the emphasis. (C)  

 
  b. Building facades should also incorporate elements that strengthen 

the natural setting, such as local stone, bay windows, fine-grained 
articulation, lower floors that frame public spaces, surrounding 
vegetation. The preference is to have buildings that seem like a 
built extension of rock, embankments, and outcroppings. (C) 

 
 2. Building Orientation  
 
  Purpose. 
  To ensure that buildings along the shoreline have two public faces - one 

along the street, the other along the riverfront. 
 
  a. While it is expected that buildings will be primarily oriented toward 

public streets, there shall also be features such as windows, 
secondary entries, balconies and public spaces that are oriented to 
the river. (R) 

 
 3. Ground Floor Animation 
 
 Purpose. 
 To ensure that buildings take 

advantage of their unique 
shoreline setting and 
contribute to the vitality and 
activity of downtown. 

 
 a. The ground floor of 

buildings shall 
incorporate a 
combination of at least 
three of the following 
features (R): 
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  i. Windows covering more than thirty percent of the ground 

level façade facing the shoreline. 
 
  ii. Windows covering more than thirty percent of the ground 

level façade facing the street. 
 
  iii. Masonry or stone covering the ground level façade and 

producing a “plinth” effect. 
 
  iv. Ground level details such as accent lighting, decorative 

medallions, and canopies. 
 
  v. Sculpture, bas relief murals, art worked into paved surfaces. 
 
  vi. Retail uses, such as cafes and restaurants, bike rental, and 

brew pubs. 
 
  vii. Publicly accessible gardens, courtyards, or plazas. 
 
E. Lighting 
 
 1. Dark Sky 
 
  Purpose. 
  To reduce glare and spillover from lighting associated with parking lots or 

buildings. 
 
  a. All lighting shall be directed downwards, with cut-off designs that 

prevent light from being cast horizontally or upward. (R) 
 
17E.060.830   Standards & Guidelines Specific to the Campus District 
 
A. Shoreline Relationships  
 
 1. Human Activity 
 
 Purpose. 
 To recognize that people’s relationship to the river and anticipated uses in 

the Campus District will inform the design of the built environment. The 
Campus District is an area in which passive recreation is interwoven with 
academic, commercial, residential, and light industrial functions. New 
development along the riverfront should contribute to the campus-like 
setting, focus attention on the river as a community asset, and improve the 
natural aesthetics for recreational activities.  These include rowing, 
bicycling, walking, observing birds/wildlife, and learning the stories of the 
river through interpretive displays. 
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 a. New buildings shall provide at least two of the following waterward 
(R): 

 
  i. Outdoor seating areas. 
 
  ii. Benches along pedestrian trail. 
 
  iii. Outdoor balconies and decks. 
 
  iv. Public plazas or courtyards with seating. 
 
  v. Public viewpoint with interpretive signs. 
 
  vi. Public art. 
 
B. Streets, Sidewalks and Trails  
 
 1. Pedestrian Pathways 
 
  Purpose. 
  To result in a pathway design reflecting the form and intensity of adjacent 

development, as well as the moderate level of pedestrian activity. 
 
 a. Pedestrian pathways shall be at least ten feet wide. (R)  
 
 b. Lighting shall be provided, either from nearby buildings or from 

pedestrian-scaled fixtures. (R) 
 
 c. Seating should also be provided at intervals. (C) 
 
C. Site Design 
 
 1. Landscape Character Protection 
 
  Purpose. 
  To protect, restore, and enhance the natural character of the river, 

including its geologic features and native vegetation.  
 
  a. Within the Campus District, it is expected that there will be a soft, 

more “naturalistic” approach to landscape design. Developments 
will be loosely arranged on the landscape, with a considerable 
amount of planting, including ground covers, understory and trees. 
However, landscape designs that include large lawn areas requiring 
fertilizers and herbicides, or vegetation that is highly consumptive of 
water, should be avoided. (C) 

 
  b. Native vegetation should predominate. (C) 
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 2. Impervious Surfaces  
 
  Purpose. 
  To recognize that the campus area will have more open development that 

can allow for pervious surfaces. 
 
  a. Development shall incorporate ways of capturing and filtering run-

off so that when it reaches the river, it has been moderately 
cleaned. This shall be accomplished through creative designs of 
courtyards, greens, planting areas, parking lots, roof scuppers, and 
other features. New development shall achieve at least 15 percent 
pervious surfaces on the site. The installation of “green roofs” can 
substitute for ground level treatment. (R) 

 
 3. Pervious Surfaces 
 
  Purpose. 
  To create a system of spaces integrated with the ecological systems of the 

shoreline. 
 
  a. Development shall include one or more of the following (R): 
 
   i. Open spaces;  
 
   ii. Landscaped courtyards;  
 
   iii. Plazas;  
 
   iv. Greenways;  
 
   v. Pathways; or  
 
   iv. Other spaces that allow for a seamless connection between 

streets and various uses. 
 
  b. Surfacing of these spaces shall allow for the capture of rainwater 

and filtration into a natural cleansing system of vegetation and sub-
grade materials. (R) 

 
 4. Planting Palette 
 
  Purpose. 
  To recognize the softer landscape of campus settings. 
 
  a. Native plant material is strongly encouraged, with non-natives being 

an occasional exception. Campus settings typically involve a more 
“natural” array of plantings, rather than a manicured or formal 
arrangement. However, there may be some locations where 
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specimen trees and formal configurations of plantings are 
appropriate, such as framing a public space or a building entrance. 
(C) 

 
 5. Rain Gardens 
 
  Purpose. 
  To incorporate innovative methods of capturing and filtering run-off, as a 

part of the overall campus site design and landscaping. 
 
  a. Rain gardens should be integrated into planting strips along streets, 

as well as in public spaces and general landscaped areas. (C) 
 
  b. Rain gardens shall not be adjacent to or within parking lots if it is 

determined that they will harm the aquifer. (R) 
 
D. Building Design  
 
 1. Character Related to the Setting 
 
  Purpose. 
  To ensure that new buildings are complementary or visually subordinate to 

the natural splendor of the river and falls including its geologic features 
and native vegetation. 

 
  a. Building design should not attempt to compete with the natural 

beauty of the river and the shoreline. Buildings should incorporate 
materials and colors that will be restrained and blend with native 
rock and vegetation. (C) 

 
E. Lighting 
 
 1. Dark Sky 
 
  Purpose. 
  To reduce glare and spillover from lighting associated with parking lots or 

buildings. 
 
  a. All lighting shall be directed downwards, with cut-off designs that 

prevent light from being cast horizontally or upward. (R) 
 
  b. Building walls shall not be washed with light, nor shall high intensity 

security lighting be used to flood an area with light. (R) 
 
  c. Parking lots shall be lighted with fixtures less than twenty two feet 

in height. Single, high masts with multiple fixtures shall not be 
allowed. (R) 

 



 
 
 

NOT EFFECTIVE – PENDING DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY APPROVAL 
 

104 

17E.060.840   Standards & Guidelines Specific to the Great Gorge District 
 
A. Shoreline Relationships  
 
 1. Human Activity 
 
  Purpose. 
  To recognize that people’s relationship to the river and anticipated uses in 

the Great Gorge district will inform the design of the built environment. The 
Great Gorge district is a rugged area of steep bluffs, fast water, native 
plants and wildlife.  Passive recreational opportunities are interwoven with 
residential uses. New development along the riverfront that maintains the 
natural character of the river gorge as a backdrop for recreation activities 
is encouraged.  These include walking, bicycling, fishing, kayaking, rafting, 
observing birds/wildlife, and learning the stories of the river through 
interpretive displays. 

 
  a. Along the river, new buildings shall provide at least two of the 

following (R): 
 
   i. Outdoor seating areas. 
 
   ii. Benches along pedestrian trail. 
 
   iii. Outdoor balconies and decks. 
 
   iv. Public viewpoint with interpretive signs. 
 
   v. Public art. 
 
B. Streets, Sidewalks and Trails  
 
 1. Pedestrian Pathways  
 
  Purpose. 
  To result in a pathway design, reflecting the mostly residential, lower 

intensity of adjacent development, as well as the modest level of 
pedestrian activity. 

 
  a. Pedestrian pathways shall be at least ten feet wide. (R) 
 
C. Site Design 
 
 1. Landscape Character Protection 
 
  Purpose. 
  To protect, restore, and enhance the natural character of the river 

including its geologic features and native vegetation. 
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  a. Within the Great Gorge District, it is expected that there will be a 

very soft, open, informal, “naturalistic” approach to landscape 
design that reinforces the shoreline environment. Developments will 
be loosely arranged on the landscape, with a considerable amount 
of planting, including ground covers, understory and trees. 
Landscape designs that include large lawn areas requiring 
fertilizers and herbicides, or vegetation that is highly consumptive of 
water should be avoided. (C) 

 
  b. Native vegetation should predominate. (C)  
 
  c. Exposed pilings should be colored to blend with native rock and the 

pilings and open space should be screened by tall vegetation. (C) 
 
 2. Impervious Surfaces  
 
  Purpose. 
  To recognize that the Great Gorge area will have more open development 

that can allow for more pervious surfaces. 
 
  a. Development shall incorporate ways of 

capturing and filtering run-off so that when 
it reaches the river, it has been 
moderately cleaned. This shall be 
accomplished through creative designs of 
courtyards, greens, planting areas, 
parking lots, and roof scuppers and other 
features. Generally, new development 
shall attempt to achieve at least 20 
percent pervious surfaces on the site. The 
installation of “green roofs” can substitute 
for ground level treatment. (R) 

 
 3. Pervious Surfaces  
 
  Purpose. 
  To create a system of spaces integrated with the ecological systems of the 

shoreline. 
 
  a. Development shall include one or more of the following (R): 
 
   i. Open spaces;  
 
   ii. Landscaped courtyards; 
 
   iii. Greenways;  
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   iv. Pathways; or  
 
   v. Other spaces that allow for a seamless connection between 

streets and various uses.  
 
  b. Surfacing of these spaces shall allow for the capture of rainwater 

and filtration into a natural cleansing system of vegetation and sub-
grade materials. (R) 

 
 4. Planting Palette  
 
  Purpose. 
  To recognize the dramatic natural landscape of the Great Gorge setting. 
 
  a. Native plant material is strongly encouraged. Non-native, 

ornamental trees requiring large amounts of water and 
maintenance are strongly discouraged. Landscape designs should 
reflect a “natural” array of plantings, rather than a manicured or 
formal arrangement. However, there may be a few locations where 
specimen trees and formal configurations of plantings are 
appropriate, such as framing a public space or a building entrance. 
(C) 

 
 5. Rain Gardens 
 
  Purpose. 
  To incorporate innovative methods of capturing and filtering run-off. 
 
  a. Rain gardens should be integrated into planting strips along streets, 

as well as in exterior landscaped spaces. (C) 
 
  b. Rain gardens shall not be adjacent to or within parking lots if it is 

determined that they will harm the aquifer. (R) 
 
D. Building Design 
 
 1. Character Related to the Setting 
 
  Purpose. 
  To ensure that new buildings are complementary or visually subordinate to 

the natural splendor of the river and falls, including its geologic features 
and native vegetation.   

 
  a. Building design should not attempt to compete with the natural 

beauty of the river and the shoreline. It is expected that buildings 
will incorporate materials and colors that will be restrained and 
blend with native rocks and vegetation. (C) 
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E. Lighting 
 
 1. Dark Sky 
 
  Purpose. 
  To reduce glare and spillover from lighting associated with parking lots or 

buildings. 
 
  a. All lighting shall be directed downwards, with cut-off designs that 

prevent light from being cast horizontally or upward. (R) 
 
  b. Building walls shall not be washed with light, nor shall high intensity 

security lighting be used to flood an area with light. (R)  
 
  c. Parking lots shall be lighted with fixtures less than 22 feet in height. 

Single, high masts with multiple fixtures shall not be allowed. (R) 
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