
Spokane Horizons is Spokane�s citizen participation
process for meeting requirements of the 1990
Washington State Growth Management Act.

Special Thanks to
The City of Spokane�s Historic Preservation

Department for many of the historic photographs
that appear in this summary and their assistance in

locating additional historic information.

City of Spokane Planning Services Volume 1, Number 1, May 2000

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S 3 Through the Sands of Time

4 Urban Conditions

5 On the Horizon

6 Why a Comprehensive Plan?

6 What is an Urban Growth Area
(UGA)?

6 Horizons Process Suggests New
Direction

7 Carrying Out the Plan

7 Population Growth in Spokane
County

7 Focused on the Goal

7 Good City Ideas

8 Land Use

9 Transportation

10 Capital Facilities and Utilities

11 Housing

12 Economic Development

13 Frame by Frame: A look at
the three growth alternatives

14 Current Patterns Alternative

16 Focused Growth, Mixed-Use Centers
and Corridors Alternative

18 Focused Growth, Central City
Alternative

20 Something to Talk about Over Coffee

21 Market

22 Environmental

23 Fiscal

24 Social

25 Urban Design and Historic
Preservation

26 Natural Environment

27 Social Health

28 Neighborhoods

29 Leadership, Governance and
Citizenship

30 Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces

31 Don�t Forget

2

Dear Spokane Citizens,

Through the Spokane Horizons process conducted over the last five years, the citizens
of Spokane have brought forth their dreams and crafted them into proposals that can
make these dreams a reality. Spokane�s citizens have recognized the city�s current
problems and potential opportunities and have proposed new directions to ensure a
healthier future. Whether the transportation system, the safety of neighborhoods or
another equally important quality of life issue has been an individual�s focus during this
process, this draft Comprehensive Plan/Environmental Impact Statement attempts to
address the shared interests of all citizens in a bright future.

The biggest challenge in planning for the future is to identify the best pattern of growth
to serve community needs- the best pattern to support living wage jobs, protect the
environment, connect residents to goods and services and provide public services at levels
that citizens expect and can afford. The draft Comprehensive Plan offers three different
patterns of growth for you to consider.

In addition to offering a choice on the most beneficial pattern of growth, the draft plan
includes hundreds of other policies that could influence the type of community we create.
It presents proposals for affordable housing, traffic calming, neighborhood preservation
and business opportunities. It suggests alleys in all new subdivisions, sidewalks and
street trees on every street, storefronts accessible to pedestrians and ways to attract more
people to live in the city.

This summary has been designed to introduce you to the proposals in the draft
Comprehensive Plan. On page 31, you will find information for accessing the entire
draft document. We encourage you to take advantage of these opportunities to learn
more about these proposals and to participate in the public process to choose those that
will contribute to Spokane�s healthy growth.

We are on the final stretch of this long process. It is now time to make the hard
decisions and move on to action. If you are already a Spokane Horizons participant,
thank you for your citizenship and community service to bring this opportunity to the
community. If this is new to you, thank you for joining thousands of other Spokane
citizens who are working to improve Spokane through this process.

We cordially invite you to read this summary and contact us with your comments,
questions and suggestions.

Sincerely,

Stan Stirling, President
City Plan Commission

John Talbott, Mayor
City of Spokane
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