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B1.4 Street side exteriors should include
pedestrian scale elements & be
compatible with existing structures.

B 2.2 Major governmental buildings
should utilize monumental scale
architecture to define importance.

5. Upper and ground level activities should be clearly defined
with facade treatments including the use of exterior materials,
awnings, entries, and lighting.

6. Views into the interior spaces of a public use facility should be
encouraged.

7. Architectural elements such as canopies, trellises, projections,
and awnings that contribute to a building’s character while
aiding climate control and pedestrian weather protection are
encouraged.

8. Public art displays or installations should be included in all
public projects that will have a significant number of daily
visits by citizens, in an effort to make their experience more
lively and interesting.

9. Street furniture such as fountains, benches, and planters should
be included in public and semi-public outdoor areas for the
convenience and use of the occupants and visitors.

10. Dining courts / facilities should be designed for user
convenience and access. Considerations include entrance
orientation and treatment, visibility, delineation of space.

B.2  Building Proportions, Size, Scale and Aesthetics

Design Objective:

Buildings shall incorporate elements that result in an aesthetic
building with a perceived size and bulk that is consistent with the
surrounding buildings, maintains a human scale, creates a
streetscape that is comfortable and attractive, and achieves an high
aesthetic standard.

Discussion:

Buildings should be designed to minimize the difference in
architectural character and scale within the project and with the
surrounding areas, while achieving a diversity of design style and
detail. Public buildings should be designed and built with the
realization that they will be looked upon as an example of civic
pride and as such, should be held to a higher aesthetic standard.

Criteria:

1. Buildings should be built in a manner that reinforces the
aesthetics of the surrounding area and buildings by
incorporating similar materials, styles, lines and details into the
design.

2. Major governmental buildings, such as City Hall, should utilize
monumental scale architecture to define its importance and
purpose and to create an enduring presence.

3. Buildings should employ vertical and horizontal relief in the
facade that delineates a bottom, middle, and top of the High
quality materials and architectural ornamentation that create

page 8



March 14, 2001 Public Projects or Structures Guidelines

and convey a sense of stability and strength should be used for
public buildings. Materials that provide visual interest for
visitors and occupants should be used at the ground floor/street
level to accent the buildings. Consideration should be given to
materials that are similar in quality, character, texture, finish,
and dimension to those commonly found in the best-designed
buildings in Spokane (such as brick, stone, concrete, masonry,
steels, glass, terracotta, and glazed tiles).

4. The ground floor of building street frontages, where security
permits, should feature windows, entries, and other pedestrian
amenities to make the building attractive and inviting.

5. Rectangular building forms should generally be used to define
the form and mass of the building, with curving, undulating or
diagonal building forms used only for accent.

6. For most public buildings, human scale design elements such
as architectural detailing, windows, elements indicating floor-
to-floor heights, appropriately-scaled materials, cornice lines,
signage, and awnings should be utilized to reduce the mass of
buildings and reinforce the character of the streetscape as
experienced at the street level.

7. Buildings should employ techniques that minimize the
apparent size, bulk, volume, and mass and can contribute to the
penetration of light by including stepping back upper levels,
articulation, modulation, and recessed or projected entries.
Varying rooflines and pitches, ornamentation, dormers,
balconies, porches, awnings, and chimneys can likewise
contribute to an unique skyline.

8. Blank walls should not be used on the ground floor of the
building facades facing the street or other pedestrian areas,
except where the architectural program dictates a monumental
design approach.

9. Articulated, varied or unique roof shapes on governmental
office buildings can be used as a counter point to flat roofs, to
add interest and serve as a visual cue and reference point.

B.3  Existing and Historic Facilities - Additions and
Alterations

Design Objective:
For older public projects and structures with historic or
architectural value, alterations and new additions shall respect the

quality and character of the original period and style of the existing

facility.

Discussion:
Changes to existing facilities are part of the ongoing evolution of
the built environment. As a general principle, new additions and

i

B 2.4 Ground floor frontages should feature
pedesttian amenities for attractiveness.

| L

all

B 2.7 Large buildings should employ strategies
to reduce the appeatance of mass.
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The design and placement of signage
is critical to the success of public
spaces.

alterations should be designed to respect the original period and
style of the building. However, it is not necessary to make a new
addition to look “historical” or older than it really is. Creating a
“fake” historical building will often cheapen what is truly historic
and original.

In addition, not all additions or alterations require attention to the
existing style and design. Many existing facilities are of a lesser
quality or historic value and complete changes may be a more
appropriate design solution. Therefore, before each alteration and
addition, it is important to determine the architectural “value” of
the existing facility.

Criteria:

1.

B.4

The remodeling or expanding a public building or the
converting an existing building to a public building should
respecting the original period and style of the existing building
to help preserve the architectural character of Spokane.

The original fagade of historically significant public buildings
should be restored when alterations of the building are to
occur.

Constructing additions on the primary or character-defining
elements of the building fagade should be avoided to maintain
the original architectural ethos of the building.

A new addition or alteration to the original public building
should be compatible in scale size and proportion to the older
portion of the building. For example, setting back an
additional story on an existing building from the existing roof
edge or building fagade line ensures that the building’s profile
is not dramatically changed.

A visual distinction between the old and the new while making
a new addition or alteration distinguishes the historic parts of
Downtown. Similarly additions, which are sympathetic to the
underlying building style and design, yet being representative
of its own time, avoid creating a “phony” historic look.

A visual separation between an addition and the original
structure of an existing building should be included in the
design to preserve the identity of the original building’s
architecture.

Signage

Design Objective:

The design and use of signage is a critical element in the overall
appearance and function of a project and shall be designed to be
functional, subtle, and efficient, with the purpose of way-finding
and identifying uses.
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Discussion:

Signs that appear integrated into a project are usually designed to
reflect the architecture, streetscape, and design characteristics of
the facility served. They are designed and located to adequately
inform and identify facilities, functions, and points of access,
utilizing a minimum of signs to avoid visual clutter and the
obstruction of views.

Criteria:

1. Signs should provide adequate visibility for the facility while
maintaining the architectural integrity, form, details and
features of the building.

2. To reduce visual clutter and obstructions, signs should be
attached to the building. Where appropriate, freestanding

B 4.2 To reduce visual

monument signs can be used with the following design clutter and obstruction
elementS' signs should be attached to
) the building,

- the height should not be greater than 42” above grade;

- trees and base landscaping and accent lighting should be
incorporated;

- incorporate the signs into existing structures such as
planters, screen walls;

- maintain all clear view sight lines for automobiles and
pedestrians;

- materials and design should reflect the project location,
site, or building;

3. Each driveway entrance to a public facility’s parking should be
limited to no more than one directional sign, to be located near
the sidewalk apron, but off of the right-of-way.

4. Poles supporting traffic signs should be placed along sidewalks
in a manner to minimize the obstruction to pedestrian traffic.

B.5 Lighting

Design Objective:

Lighting shall be provided for public projects and structures to
improve the safety and security during the evening hours and
enhance the character and quality of the facility. The form,
quantity and character of lighting and the quality of light shall
establish an attractive, distinctive and safe environment, but shall
not create an unwanted nuisance for residential or other sensitive
areas.

Discussion:

Lighting on buildings and sites has a dramatic effect on the mood,
quality, and char'acter of thq facility. Lighting also 'increases the Lighting shall establish an
safety and security for the site, street, and surrounding properties attractive, distinctive, safe
during the evening hours. Lighting effects contribute to the environment.
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B 5.3 Building lighting should
fit the urban character and
provide lighting both for the

auto and pedestrian.

character of a place with the color, amount, intensity, and types of
lighting used on buildings and in landscaping features.

Criteria:

1.

The location of light fixtures should respond to the anticipated
use. Lighting for pedestrian movement should be placed at
regular intervals and should clearly identify the walkway, and
emphasize changes in grade, path intersections, seating areas
and any other areas along a path which, if left unlit, would
cause the user to feel insecure.

Lighting fixtures shall not produce excessive glare, or trespass
into residential areas, with on-site lighting designed, installed
and maintained to direct light only onto the property on which
the light source is located. All lighting fixtures, including
spotlights, electrical reflectors and other means of illuminating
sings, structures, landscaping, parking, loading and similar
areas should be focused, directed and arranged to prevent glare
or direct illumination on adjoining properties.

Public Buildings in the downtown area should include street
lighting fixtures that fit the urban character and provide
lighting for both the auto and pedestrian producing a well-lit
and safe place.

Buildings should be illuminated in a selective and subdued
fashion to create an inviting atmosphere to the user, through
the use of lighting effects such as lighting vertical surfaces to
create nighttime focal points; incorporating lighting that
illuminate surfaces at entrances, up lighting to enhance
architectural elements/details, allowing the building interior
light to illuminate though glass entry facades, and windows, or
the use of decorative lighting fixtures to announce entries,
emphasize landscape features and provide security.

Building lighting should be related to the style and character of
lighting on the whole site to create a well-integrated design
scheme. A variety of similar styles of fixture design or a
similar “family” of fixtures further enhance this quality.
Lighting should be integrated into the design of wall features
possibly accentuating the rhythm of the wall’s openings and
pilasters or texture and materials.

Special lighting for building features, entries, building towers,
architectural ornamentation or pilasters should be included to
enhance the image of the building, however, care should be
exercised in attaching lighting fixtures to buildings to prevent
the fixtures from covering up major architectural or historic
features or ornamentation.

Low intensity security lighting on the ground floor of buildings
should be left on after business hours to help maintain well-
lighted pedestrian areas and deter crime.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

C.

C.1

Building mounted cutoff down-light fixtures in combination
with cutoff poles fixtures should be used to unobtrusively
illuminate building service areas without causing glare and
light trespass beyond the service area.

Pedestrian areas should be lighted with pole or bollard type
fixtures (typically not more than 16 feet in height or 3 feet in
height for bollards) that are in scale with the pedestrian to
enhance the pedestrian environment.

Light posts generally should be located in such a manner that
they will not become safety hazards to pedestrians or vehicles,
and should compliment the character of the project.

Metal halide type light fixtures should be the preferential
choice because of its greater color rendering and consistent
light quality.

The same type, color, and family of fixture styles used in the
building fixtures should be used for the lamps fixtures in
parking areas to create a consistent image.

Appropriate shields should be attached to lighting fixtures to
reduce night sky lighting, and minimize light and glare
illuminating directly up into the night sky.

Power fixtures should be provided in landscape areas for the
use of seasonal decorative lighting to accentuate its aesthetic
quality.

Landscape Design

General Landscape Design

Design Objective:
Project design and development plans shall include well planned

landscaping as an integral component of the project and exhibit an

overall design concept utilizing plant and landscape materials in a
creative, environmentally sensitive, and functional manner to

provide spatial definition, enhance and compliment the overall site
and built environment, while being sensitive to the conservation of

natural resources.

Discussion:

Significant landscape elements such as mature trees, stands of
native vegetation, topography, and rock outcroppings should be
considered as design determinants and incorporated into the site
and landscape design, particularly if due to a unique specimen,
size, or historical association. Landscape plantings shall be
incorporated into projects to define and emphasize building
entrances, enhance and define pedestrian areas, and screen
obtrusive elements.

B 5.10 Pedestrian areas should be lighted with
pole or bollard lighting that are in scale with
the pedestrian.

B 5.10 Bollard lights should not be
more than three feet high.

Well planned landscaping provides
spatial definition, enhances and
compliments the overall environment.
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Criteria:

1. Site alterations, soil disturbance, and construction should be
avoided in the areas of significant existing landscape elements.

2. Selection of plant materials should be based on their year-
round interest (deciduous color, spring flower, fruits, or
branching patterns) as well as their overall form, texture and
shape.

3. Plant species should be selected that are tolerant of site and city
conditions, relatively free from pests and disease, and that are

C 1.2 Select plants that are appropriate drought tOleI:al’lt. .

for a particular site. 4. Plants materials that have low water consumption and low
maintenance requirements should be used on public projects to
conserve water, reduce costs and as a public demonstration of
landscaping alternatives.

5. Plants should be placed, and obtain an appropriate size, for the
intended use. New and mature trees and shrubs should not
reduce visibility and views.

6. In addition to canopy trees, further reduction in glare and
reflected heat from parking and building surfaces should be
addressed by the use of shade structures such as arbors,
trellises, and awnings.

7. Canopy trees and architectural features such as plants,
overhangs, trellises and awnings should be incorporated to
provide shade.

8. Landscaping and street trees, spaced at regular intervals of 20-
25 feet, should be installed along the sidewalks, between
parking and moving lanes in the street and the building edge, to
define the pedestrian zone and help to create a safer pedestrian
walk-way.

o 1.8 Provide street trees at regular 9. In order to maintain pedestrian scale where fences or walls are

necessary to reduce noise, provide buffers, or create privacy,
the following should be considered:

- provide plant materials and/or art work (mosaic, murals,
masonry patterns, sculpture) over a substantial portion of
the blank wall or fence surface;

- reduce the scale and mass as well as provide visual
interest by utilizing a variety of design elements and
methods including indentations, varying heights, textures,
colors, materials, landscaping, accent lighting, canopy/
awning, vertical or horizontal trellises;

- repeat the adjacent buildings’ facade details and materials
on fences or walls.

10. All opportunities for landscaping should be utilized. These

C 1.10 All opportunities for may include:
plantings should be utilized - small planting areas with flowering shrubs;
- use of shrub or vine espaliers, vertical trellises, next to
blank walls;
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- specimen trees, street trees in walkways with decorative
grates;
- specimen or mass planting of trees as focal points;
- landscape opportunities created by building modulation;
- entry way treatments.
11. Landscape designs should consider the following:
- use a native, low maintenance/chemical use, and drought
tolerant plant palette;
- compliment existing landscape materials in neighborhood
for visual continuity;
- avoid a haphazard appearance by limiting plant species,
types, and textures;
- focus and mass plantings for design character; avoid
sporadic plantings;
- utilize storm-water treatment areas as landscape
opportunities and elements;
- retain existing vegetation and incorporate with new
landscape areas.

C.2  Parking Lot Screening and Separation

Design Objective:

The project shall incorporate landscaping that will define, break
up, and screen parking areas as well as provide separation between
incompatible uses or activities.

Discussion:

Landscaping should provide a physical and/or visual barrier for
parking and service areas, mechanical equipment, loading docks,
and similar locations. All landscaping should be designed with
consideration given for such issues as clear view sight lines,
lighting, car door swing, security, aesthetics and maintenance and
comply with code requirements.

Criteria:
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C 1.11 Landscape design should
compliment existing situation.

1. Canopy trees should be provided in and around parking areas at

a spacing to provide fifty percent of the area in shade after ten
years of growth.

2. Interior parking lot landscape areas should be provided
between and at the ends of rows of stalls and suitably planted
with canopy trees, low shrubs, and ground covers.

3. Wheel stops or curbs should be used to prevent damage and
obstacles from vehicles overhanging into landscape or
walkways.

4. When parking areas are screened with low walls or fencing,
materials and details from an adjacent building facade should
be utilized.

>
K% ;"

C 2.5 parking lot screening utilizing
low wall and vegetation.

=

page 15



Public Projects or Structures Guidelines March 14, 2001

D 1.4 Acceptable street tree species
and agreement for maintenance
necessary for buffer strips.

5. Methods of screening and separation such as berms, walls or
fences, and planters combined with trees and shrubs can be
utilized.

6. Plant materials such as vines, espaliered shrubs and columnar
trees should be provided at blank building walls, service
locations, and narrow areas for screening.

7. Vegetative screening is encouraged to soften the visual aspect
of fences and walls used for trash enclosures.

D. Infrastructure Design
D.1  Street Design

Design Objective:

All street and right-of-way improvements shall be constructed in
accordance with adopted city development standards unless
physically impossible considering the particular site constraints.

Discussion:

The city has adopted standards that guide the physical
development of streets and sidewalks. Particular site constraints
occasionally create the situation where the standards cannot be
strictly adhered. When this is the case, the provision of required
pedestrian sidewalks and amenities should be given particular first
priority, public safety and transit needs and facilities second, and
private vehicular circulation needs placed third.

Criteria:

1. Streets should be designed to meet the adopted standards,
starting from the outside of the right-of-way in towards the
centerline.

2. When the right-of-way is inadequate to allow complete
development in conformance with the standards, pedestrian
amenities, including benches, street trees, lighting, high
visibility crosswalks, accessible ramps, and full width
sidewalks should be given the higher priority over vehicular
circulation elements.

3. Public safety and transit needs should be met even if this
reduces the space available for on street parking or private
vehicle circulation.

4. When the standards indicate a separated sidewalk is to be
provided, acceptable street trees should be planted therein and
maintenance thereof insured via an agreement between city
departments or private individuals.
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D.2  Utilities Design

Design Objective:

Necessary infrastructure installations shall be designed to integrate
appropriately with the above ground natural and built environment,
or at a minimum, include mitigation for any environmental
degradation that is unavoidable.

Discussion:

Installation of utilities and other infrastructure is necessary for a
city to function. However, the impact on the above ground areas
that may be caused by a subterranean installation should not be
ignored. Additionally, some installations require an above ground
structure that should be designed to be compatible with the
immediate area.

Criteria:

1. All new and replaced utilities and infrastructure should be
placed underground.

2. Areas disturbed for subterranean infrastructure installations
should be returned, as close as possible, to their pre-
construction state.

3. When permanent site degradation is unavoidable, alternate
mitigation should be employed, which could include the
planting of alternative species of plants, either on the site or in
the vicinity, or the development of the site into small, usable
public spaces.

4. All above ground infrastructure should be designed to be
compatible in scale, details and mass with the surrounding
buildings.

5. Above ground installations should be screened and the sites
well lar}dscaped in a similar fashion to the surrounding D 2.6 Noise barric uilizing plantings
properties. and accent matetials.

6. Where fences or walls are necessary to reduce noise, provide
buffers, or for safety concerns, the following should be
considered:

- provide plant materials and/or art work (mosaic, murals,
masonry patterns, sculpture) over a substantial portion of
the blank wall or fence surface;

- reduce the scale and mass as well as provide visual
interest by utilizing a variety of design elements and
methods including indentations, varying heights, textures,
colors, materials, landscaping, or accent lighting,

- repeat the adjacent buildings’ facade details and materials
on fences or walls.

i

Sl T
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Although primarily functional, bridges
become recognizable icons for the city.

D 3.1 Bridges should be considered as
a monuments as well as a functional
element of the environment.

D 3.4 Pedestrian needs should be
recognized in bridge design.

D.3  Bridge Design

Design Objective:

Bridges shall be considered a public monument as well as a
functional circulation element and shall be afforded design
considerations commensurate with a public work of art.

Discussion:

First and foremost, bridges must be designed to be functional in
regards to the aspects of vehicular and pedestrian conveyance. The
increase in traffic and/or the deterioration of existing bridges may,
at some point in the future, make it necessary to build, rebuild,
remove and/or replace one or more bridges across the Spokane
River. This should only be done with the understanding that these
bridges are, or will be, icons for the city and are not just a street
that happens to be above the water. They are immensely
recognizable, and instrumental in establishing the character of the
immediate surrounds.

Criteria:

1. In additional to function, a bridge should be designed as if it
were a monument, with an unique appearance and presence,
while taking into consideration the nearby architecture and
environment.

2. Bridge design teams, from early in the process should include
artists, landscape architects, architects, and members of the
Landmarks Commission in addition to civil and transportation
engineers.

3. Bridges should be designed to accommodate alternative means
of transportation including mass transit, bikeways, and
sidewalks.

4. The design of a bridge should recognize the needs of the
pedestrians, not only for conveyance, but also as a place or
means for a visual or contemplative experience, by inclusion of
amenities such as seating, viewpoints, shade, decorative
lighting, and separation from vehicle lanes.

5. Public art or expression should be included in the bridge design
or be incorporated into some aspect of the overall project.

6. Bridge lighting, both functional and decorative, in addition to
taking into account the guidelines for Lighting (B.4), should be
well designed and add a dramatic touch to the nighttime
skyline. The lighting should not glare into nearby residential
areas.

7. Bridge approaches should be considered as gateways, and be
thoughtfully designed as an integrated part of the overall bridge
project.
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E. Public Space
E.1  Public Spaces Design

Design Objective:

Public Spaces shall be developed in a manner that promotes social
interaction, and makes the safety, convenience and enjoyment of
the user the primary design parameters.

Discussion:

Public spaces does include those areas typically thought of as
public, the parks, plazas and squares. However, it also includes
spaces such as, the entrance and setback areas around public
buildings, urban “pocket” parks, sidewalks and leftover street
right-of-ways, boulevard medians, swimming pools, golf courses,
waterways, and in the case of Spokane, skywalks. While
acquisition, maintenance, and development costs are valid
concerns of the various city departments, of more concern is the
values and desires of the ultimate intended users. In addition to
these following guidelines, see also the other guidelines for public
projects and structures when appropriate for a particular project
that might include parking, buildings, lighting, etc.

Criteria:

1. The intended user and probable times of use should be
identified early in the project program phase.

2. Spaces intended for passive of active human use should have
adequate formal and informal seating, including seats and
benches, and sculptured lawn areas.

3. Spaces intended for evening and nighttime usage should have
adequate lighting to insure safety and comfort for the users.
(see also Lighting, B.4)

4. Solar orientation should be considered, with a preference given
to southern exposure.

5. The majority of the area should receive direct sunlight during
the lunch time hours.

6. There should be sufficient areas that are protected from
prevailing wind patterns.

7. Formal spaces such as plazas and squares should place a
greater emphasis on utilizing architectural elements for spatial E 1.7 formal spaces should utilize
definition with landscape elements providing accent. architectural clements 1o define space.

8. In parks, gardens and in other more informal spaces,
architectural elements should be secondary to landscape
elements for spatial definition.

9. Artists should be included early in the design process to insure
integration of public art into all new public spaces.

E 1.2 Informal seating under
solar shade.
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10. Plant species should be selected that are tolerant of site and city
conditions, relatively free from pests and disease, and that are
drought tolerant.

11. Plants should be placed, and obtain an appropriate size, for the
intended use. New and mature trees and shrubs should not
reduce visibility and views into, and out of the public space.

12. A clear delineation of maintenance responsibilities of public
space and vegetation should be insured via an agreement
between city departments.

13. Where fences or walls are necessary to reduce noise, provide
buffers, or for safety concerns, the provision of screening plant
materials, or artwork, reducing the scale and mass, and
incorporating textured design elements and materials should be
considered.
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